




















At each place setting:

Cream Williams-Sonoma oversized dinner plate
DwellStudio napkin—Found at Target
Small oranges

IZZE esque low calorie sparkling Sparkling Mandarin

soda—Purchased at Whole Foods
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These are my own “internal’ guidelines that help me keep my inventory

manageable and stop me from impulse buying:

Choose three basic colors that can be mixed and matched for a variety of
looks—I picked white, black, and turquoise. (My dining room walls are turquoise,

and | have always adored this happy color!)

| keep decorative knickknacks, platters, and other serving pieces white so they

can be put to use as centerpieces—they’ll always work together.

| bring in pops of other colors through inexpensive touches, such as fruit, flowers,

and glass bottles with graphic labeling.

Whatever | buy, it must fit into my easily accessible storage—if it has to be
packed away, | am just over-collecting, over-spending (even if it's a real deal),

and I'll never end up using it.

When cabinets and drawers are full and | bring home something new—
something old gets donated or given away. (You might also want to consider

selling on eBay or having a garage sale.)

| keep a list of what | have on hand and what | might be searching for on my

iPhone—this keeps me focused when | am out on the hunt.

If I'm not sure something will work, | buy it only if it can be returned, then bring
it home to check it out. | also take advantage of the 24-hour trial policies at
most antique collectives. (It may be a hassle to return things, but if you pass
something up and decide you want it after all, it might not be there when you

go back.)

Finally, never, never, NEVER buy matching sets of anything!

| continually search for and find an

eclectic array of pieces that | turn
) . ., e CHIRP cee
infto my own “signature” collection :

for entertaining. It's one of my most Share atable setting from your
enjoyable pastimes, and the tables | set - own ‘‘signature” collection
are one of my favorite forms of artistic on our Facebook Fan Page.

expression. Now, if | could only find

someone else to wash the dishes...
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BUILD YOUR OWN COLLECTION!

These retailers are worth exploring.

IKEA*

Antique Collectives Target™

CB2

Michaels

...or craft stores

in your area Wal-Mart

Garage Sales

Pottery Barn*®

Anthropologie Ebay

Tuesday Morning™

West Elm Wisteria

Crate and Barrel

or onsite auctions

HomeGoods™ Thrift Stores

*These are the places | regularly forage because they
are in close proximity to my home, and | can pop in
every now and then to see what’s new. | also like a sure
thing, so | tend to stay away from bidding wars and
search for unique pieces at collectives, flea markets, and
online sources, like Etsy. | make great discoveries by
regularly reading blogs—bloggers find the best stuff!

Williams-Sonoma Home

Etsy*

...especially sales*




