
2. Pull off trim pieces.

3. Measure the circumference and add 1.5 inches.  Measure height 

(since we are trimming with ribbon, we left our edges raw.)

4. Choose what pattern on the fabric you want 

to display.  Mark with tailor’s chalk (or light pencil) 

and cut fabric with the pattern centered.

5. Lay fabric on the shade and hold it up to a light 

to make sure that the old pattern underneath doesn’t 

show through.  If it does, you’ll need to remove the 

fabric or, if that’s not possible, add a layer of muslin 

first. In our case, the subtle pattern behind wasn’t 

visible.

6. Iron fabric.

7. Use a Scotch™ ATG 700 applicator to affix the  

double-sided adhesive tape around the perimeter 

of the shade at the top, bottom, and 2 or 3 places 

in between.  If you do not have or want to invest in 

this applicator, you can use spray adhesive.  Spray 

adhesive should be applied to the fabric (follow the 

directions, as the spray can be messy!).

1. Assess the project piece 

to determine whether or not 

you can successfully recover the 

shade.  It is best if the shade does 

not angle.  In this case, the shade 

is oval—but a square, rectangular 

and barrel (round) shade will also 

work.  (Target sells an inexpensive 

white rectangular shade—in store 

only—that would be perfect for 

customizing with fabric.)

8. Center the pattern on the lampshade.  You 

may need extra hands for this!

9. Fold under the seam and apply Res-Q-Tape so 

the seam will adhere.  Burnish before removing the 

tape backing to be sure the adhesive has transferred 

to the fabric.
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10. Trim off all frayed edges.

11. Use Terrifically Tacky Tape 

on the back of the ribbon trim. 

12. Roll out the ribbon carefully at the top of the shade.  Use your 

index finger to pull back the tape backing as you attach, pulling tightly.

13. Fold under the end of the ribbon and use Res-Q-Tape to finish.

14. Repeat steps 12 and 13 at the bottom of the shade.

• ½ yard of material – My 
choice? Aviary in Tangerine from 
CalicoCorners® (a Thomas Paul 
fabric by Duralee®)

•  Double-faced satin ribbon 
(double the circumference plus 2 
inches) 

• Scotch ATG 700 Adhesive 
Applicator by 3M™ (worth the 
purchase if you like crafting) or 
Spray Mount™ by 3M 

• Clover® Triangle Tailor's Chalk 
(or use a pencil, but make sure 
your lines are light)

• Res-Q-Tape by Dritz® for seams

• Provo Craft Terrifically Tacky 
Tape to adhere ribbon trims 

Take a look at Diane’s handcrafted 
clay florals at dkdesignshawaii.com.  
You can commission her work or 
purchase pieces on Etsy.com

chirp!
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Finished and fabulous! 
(Shown with one of Diane’s clay floral arrangements.)122

Only a serious 
crafter would 
know what to use! 
Diane’s Supply List:


